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MISSOULA •.••.
A little over two years ago Mick Dennehy, who, as a junior, was listed as Montana's
starting left cornerback, was preparing for the opening game of the 1970 grid campaign.
Dennehy did not make it into Montana's first game that year, nor did he see any action
the remainder of the season.

The day before Montana's opening game the 5-10, 185 pound

Butte High product was involved in a motorcycle-car accident that forced him to miss the
entire UH football schedule.
Dennehy came back in spring ball of 1971 to earn the free safety job, and tackle headon the task of replacing All-American Karl Stein.

Stein intercepted 20 passes in his two

years as the free safety of two undefeated Montana football teams and set the single season
University of 1ontana interception record of 11 in 1969.
Now, with two games remaining in 1972, Stein's replacement is making a bid to break
the 11 interception mark.

Dennehy picked off one of 15

~lontana

State pass attempts last

weekend to bring his 1972 total to nine and move within striking distance of Stein's record
Dennehy, an all-sport athlete at Butte High, where he participated in track, baseball
and football, has made a big impression on the Montana coaching staff.
leader (he has been

~1ontana's

vidual that gives

110 per cent.

hard, tough hitter.

"He is a great

defensive captain the last two years) and the kind of indiHe gives his all on the football field and is a real

It is a football coach's dream to have athletes with the attitude of

Mick Dennehy," l]\1 assistant coach Ron Nord, who coaches the defensive secondary, says of
the Big Sky Conference's leading pass interceptor.
Nord said that in the Montana defense the free safety is a rover who is expected to
be where the ball is. "Theoretically, the free safety should be where every pass ends up,
Nord says.
Free safety is a position of great importance in the University of Montana defense
and only an athlete of superior desire and willingness to make the extra effort can be entrusted with the position.
Of such quality is tlick Dennehy regarded at the University of Montana.
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